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4th Stafford Scout Group 

A Ti meline... 

February 1911 - A “parade of Boy Scouts” and “presentation of colours” to 
the “St. Paul’s Troop” under Scoutmaster G. Parker in the Market Square. 

May 1911 - J.O’Donoghue becomes Scoutmaster, first mention of him in 
this role in the “Scout Orders” published in the Stafford Newsletter. 

June 1913 - Mention of the “4th Stafford Troop” taking part in a “Shooting 
competition” under Scoutmaster O’Donoghue. 

August 1913 - First mention of the “4th Stafford Troop” of “Boy Scouts” 
taking part in a camp at Leasowe, New Brighton with other Scout Troops 
in the District. 

July 1915 - Scoutmaster L. Bee takes over the Troop, having served as 
Assistant Scoutmaster.  

December 1916 - Boy Scouts take part in the “St Paul’s Annual Concert” 
with a sketch entitled “Zeppelin Raid”   

March 1917 - Assistant Scoutmaster P.Appleby seriously wounded in the 
leg during the first world war in France.  

August 1919 - “The 4th Stafford (St. Paul’s) Troop B.P. Scouts” camped at 
Loynton Hall, Norbury under Scoutmaster Arkinstall and Assistant 
Scoutmaster Appleby. 

January 1920 - Scouts of the “4th Stafford (St. Paul’s) took part in a “Scout 
Display” at Drill Hall, Newport Road, Stafford under returning Scoutmaster 
G.Parker.

October 1923 - Last mention of the Group “4th Troop” until the 1940s. 
Taking part in the “Annual cross country run of Stafford and District Boy 
Scout Association”. 

First incarnation of the Group 
c.1910 - c.1923

November 1910 - First mention of the “4th Stafford (St. Paul’s) Troop of 
Boy Scouts” taking part in a whist drive under Scoutmaster G.Parker. 
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November 1942 - “St. Paul’s 4th Stafford Scout Troop” was formally 
enrolled by Scoutmaster Rev R.Underhill and Cub Mistress Miss B.Benham. 
With 18 Scouts and 20 Wolf Cub Scouts.  

July 1943 - First Scout Camp. 19 “members of the St. Paul’s Troop of Boy 
Scouts (4th Stafford)” camped at Kinver. 

October 1943 - The Group celebrated its first anniversary with the Troop 
having “steadily increased in numbers and efficiency” under Scoutmaster 
Rev Underhill. Scouts from the 100th Manchester Troop where invited to 
join a church parade.  

October 1944 - Scoutmaster Rev Underhill leaves the Scout Troop and 
Stafford to be married and take up an appointment near Walsall. Rev 
Underhill died in September 1966 in Birmingham aged 55.  

November 1944 - Last mention of the Scout Troop in an advertisement for 
a “riot of comedy and song in ‘To-Morrows Citizens’” at St. Paul’s parish 
hall in aid of “St. Paul’s Church Scout Funds”. 

July 1993 - The 4th Stafford (St. Paul’s) Scout Group is officially registered 
with the Scout Association. Under the sponsorship of St. Paul’s church. 
With 18 Cub Scouts, 20 Beaver Scouts and 8 Leaders.  

September 1993 - Cubs meets again “after a break of 40 years” under 
Section Leader Christopher Green and Beavers meet for the first time under 
Section Leader Barbara Simmonds. 

Second incarnation of the Group 
1942  - c.1945 

Third incarnation of the Group 
1993 - Present 

June 2001 - The Group opens a Scout Troop after a break of nearly 60 
years.  
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First incarnation of the Group 
c.

 
1910 - c.1923

November 1910 - First mention 
of the “4th Stafford (St. Paul’s) 
Troop of Boy Scouts” taking part 
in a ‘whist drive’ under 
Scoutmaster G.Parker. 

Whist is a classic English trick-
taking card game which was 
widely played in the 18th and 
19th centuries.  

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 12th November 1910 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 11th February 1911 

February 1911 - A “parade of 
Boy Scouts” and “presentation of 
colours” to the “St. Paul’s Troop” 
under Scoutmaster G. Parker in 
the Market Square. 

Colours were presented by Rev 
and Mrs Theodosius and 
dedicated at St Paul’s Church. 

Five local Scout troops when 
paraded through the Market 
Square with over 100 Scouts in 
attendance. Scoutmaster Parker 
took charge of the parade. 
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An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 11th February 1911 

May 1911 - J.O’Donoghue 
becomes Scoutmaster, the first 
mention of him in this role in the 
“Scout Orders” published in the 
Stafford Newsletter. 

The last known mention of 
Scoutmaster Parker is in the “Scout 
Orders” of February 1911. 

An Extract  of the ‘Scout Orders’ 
from the Stafford Newsletter - 25th 

February 1911 

An Extract  of the ‘Scout Orders’ 
from the Stafford Newsletter - 6th 

May 1911 
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January 1912 - Another ‘Whist 
drive’ in St Paul’s school to raise 
funds for the Scout Troop.  

A review the event a week later 
boasts of a strong attendance of 
124 players with the Scouts, in 
uniform, stewarding. 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 13th January 1912 

An Extract from front page of the 
Stafford Newsletter - 20th January 

1912 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 7th June 1913 

June 1913 - Mention of the “4th 
Stafford Troop” taking part in a 
“Shooting competition” under 
Scoutmaster O’Donoghue. 

The event was organised by the 
“officers” of the Troop and prizes 
handed out by Mrs O'Donoghue, 
wife of the Scoutmaster. 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 27th January 1912 
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An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 9th August 1913 

August 1913 - First mention of the “4th Stafford Troop” of 
“Boy Scouts” taking part in a camp at Leasowe, New 
Brighton with other Scout Troops in the District. 

Scouts visited Liverpool and inspected R.M.S Celtic. of White 
Star Line. and looked after a lost boy on their return to camp. 
The camp accounts were published the following month in 

the Newsletter. 
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An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter following the ‘Scout 
Orders’ - 13th September 1913 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 20th September 1913 

September 1913 - the Scouts are 
on camp again under Scoutmaster 
O’Donoghue, camping in Brereton. 

Most of the boys cycled with some 
walking to the camp and others 
travelling by train.  
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May 1914 - 
fundraising day for 
the blind. 

May 1915 - Scout camp at Church 
Eaton. Assistant Scoutmaster (later 
Scoutmaster) Bee led the Scouts 
with a “trek-cart fully loaded” to the 
camp. The weather was “glorious 
but very hot”. 

They were joined later by 
Scoutmaster O’Donoghue at 
Church Eaton. 

As well as a church parade, Scouts 
took part in sports and a shooting 
contest.  

Part of the article featured in the 
Stafford newsletter 50 years later 
in 1965 as part of a look back “fifty 
years go”. 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 29th May 1915 
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An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 28th May 1965 

July 1915 - Scoutmaster 
L. Bee takes over the
Troop, having served as
Assistant Scoutmaster.

The first mention of him 
in this role in the “Scout 
Orders” published in the 
Stafford Newsletter. 

The last known mention 
of Scoutmaster 
O’Donoghue is in the 
“Scout Orders” of June 
1915. 

An Extract of the ‘Scout Orders’ 
from the Stafford Newsletter - 31st 

July 1915 

An Extract of the ‘Scout Orders’ 
from the Stafford Newsletter - 5th 

June 1915 
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An Extract from the 
Staffordshire Advertiser - 

30th December 1916 

March 1917 - Assistant Scoutmaster P.Appleby seriously wounded in 
the leg during the first world war in France.  

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 24th March 1917 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 24th March 1917 

December 1916 - Boy Scouts take part in the “St Paul’s 
Annual 
Concert” with 
a sketch 
entitled 
“Zeppelin 
Raid”   
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March 1917 - The “St. Paul’s 
Scouts” are recipients of a £2 
donation from Mrs South and “her 
helpers” from waste paper 
collections. 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 31st March 1917 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 18th August 1917 

August 1917 - Scouts of the “4th 
Stafford (St. Paul’s) Troop” took 
part in joint field operations.  

Scouts had to creep though lines 
and “blow up” bridges defended 
by Norbury Scout Troop on the 
canal between Norbury junction 
and Sutton. 

While many of the 4th Scouts 
efforts to cross lines and reach 
the bridges were thwarted, some 
of the Scouts broke through 
successfully reaching the Oulton 
bridges. 
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September 1917 - A Scout Sporting Event was held in the 
grounds of Stafford Grammar School for the “Boy Scouts 
of the Stafford district”. Scoutmaster B, of the 4th Stafford 
Scouts, was “in charge”.  

A mile race was won by the 4th Stafford Scouts, as well as 
a “Three-legged race” an a “Blindfold race”. 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 1st September 1917 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 1st September 1917 
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November 1917 - The “St. Paul’s 
Scouts” are recipients of a further 
£2 donation from Mrs South and 
her helpers from waste paper 
collections. 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 10th November 1917 

An Extract from the Stafford Newsletter - 23rd August 1919 

August 1919 - “The 4th Stafford 
(St. Paul’s) Troop B.P. Scouts” 
camped at Loynton Hall, Norbury 
under Scoutmaster Arkinstall and 
Assistant Scoutmaster Appleby. 

Appleby must have survived his 
injury during the war and 
returned to his role as Assistant 
Scoutmaster. 

This is the first and only known 
mention of Scoutmaster 
Arkinstall. 



Page 15 4thstaffordscouts.org.uk @4thStafford 

January 1920 - Scouts of the “4th Stafford (St. 
Paul’s) took part in a “Scout Display” at Drill Hall, 
Newport Road, Stafford under returning 
Scoutmaster G.Parker. 

Its is unclear where Scoutmaster Parker has 
been during this time or if he continued to be 
involved in the Troop another capacity, his last 
mention as Scoutmaster was in February 1911. 

Scouts from across the District numbering 130, 
were inspected by “one of the Commissioners 
from the Scout Headquarters” Mr C.W. Emlyn. 
He congratulated them on their “smart 
appearance” as well as setting out the objective 
of the Scout movement, teaching Scouts to be 
“good citizens”, training for which included; 
“skilled handicrafts, characters and many other 
useful and indispensable things”. 

Following this were displays from each Scout 
Troop. The “4th Stafford Troop” showed “to 
what good use a trek cart could be put.” This 
included taking the cart apart and reassembling 
it before showing “what an excellent look-out 
post” the cart made. 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 31st January 1920 
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An Extract from the Stafford Newsletter - 9th July 1921 

July 1921 - The “4th Troop Boy Scouts, Stafford” are listed among Scout 
Troop and others in Stafford taking part in a Infirmary Pageant. 

No Scoutmaster is listed for the Troop (unlike the “3rd Troop”, Stone and 
“1st Troop”, Gnosall). It is unknown who led the Troop in the 1920s. 

October 1923 - Last mention of 
the Group “4th Troop” until the 
1940s.  

Taking part in the “Annual cross 
country run of Stafford and District 
Boy Scout Association”. 

A Scout from the Troop, ‘A. 
Humphreys’ came second running 
the race in 30 minutes.  

It is assumed the Troop was 
disbanded shortly after this time. 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 9th July 1921 
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Want to find out more about the modern Scout 
Group? 

Follow us online and Social Media... 
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Second incarnation of the Group 
1942  - c.1945 

November 1942 - “St. Paul’s 4th 
Stafford Scout Troop” was 
formally enrolled by Scoutmaster 
Rev R.Underhill with 18 Scouts. 

A “pack of Wolf Cubs” was 
opened for the first time under 
Cub Mistress Miss B.Benham 
with 20 Wolf Cub Scouts.  

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 21st November 1942 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 19th December 1942 

July 1943 - First Scout Camp. 

19 “members of the St. Paul’s 
Troop of Boy Scouts (4th 
Stafford)” camped at Kinver 
under Scoutmaster Rev Underhill. 

It was deemed a successful first 
camp all round.  

It was commented in a later 
article, written for the Troops first 
anniversary, that many of the boy 
attending has not “enjoyed an 
outdoor holiday before”. 

Those attending take part in 
activities including woodcraft, 
‘camp singing’, “camp payers 
around the flag” and “their own 
cooking”. An Extract from the Stafford 

Newsletter - 24th July 1943 
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October 1943 - The Group 
celebrated its first anniversary with 
the Troop having “steadily 
increased in numbers and 
efficiency” under Scoutmaster Rev 
Underhill.  

It was commented that it was an 
achievement to set up a camp in 
the first year and that the Troop as 
successfully maintained interest. 

Around 50 boy scouts attended a 
parade and were joined by Scouts 
from the 100th Manchester Troop 
where invited to join the church 
parade, as their Scoutmaster, Mr 
Worrall, was “serving with the 
forces and living in Stafford”. 

It was something of a triumph to 
get the troops together in “days of 
difficult travel” during the war. 

A birthday party was also help, 
where the Cubs and parents were 
also invited.  

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 28th August 1943 
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An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Advertiser - 28th August 1943 

May 1944 - The Scouts hold 
concert in the parish hall of St. 
Paul’s Church. 

There were over 150 people in 
the audience. 

The concert was made up of a 
number of “sketches and songs” 
and was well received.   An Extract from the Stafford 

Newsletter - 27th May 1944 
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October 1944 - Scoutmaster Rev 
Underhill leaves the Scout Troop 
and Stafford to be married and 
take up an appointment near 
Walsall.  

He is described as being 
“popular” amongst the young 
people of the Scout Troop. 

Rev Underhill died in September 
1966 in Birmingham aged 55.  

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 28th October 1944 

An Extract from the Birmingham 
Post - 6th September 1966 
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November 1944 - Mention of 
the Scout Troop in an 
advertisement for a “riot of 
comedy and song in ‘To-
Morrows Citizens’” at St. Paul’s 
parish hall in aid of “St. Paul’s 
Church Scout Funds”. 

Though the Scout Troop or 
Group is not referenced 
specifically, this is the last 
known mention of Scouts at St. 
Pauls church until the Group 
reformed in the 1990s. 

It can be assumed that the 
Group disbanded sometime 
during 1945 to 1946. 

It is unclear who lead the group 
for the short time after Rev 
Underhill left the parish. A 
reference to Mrs Molly Snape, 
who died in 1971, who “ran the 
4th Stafford (St. Paul’s) Cubs 
and Scouts for a period after the 
war”. This might coincide with 
Rev Underhill leaving c.1945. 

An Extract from the front cover of 
the Stafford Newsletter - 18th 

November 1944 

An Extract from the Stafford 
Newsletter - 26th February 1971 
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Want to find out more about the modern Scout 
Group? 

Follow us online and Social Media... 
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Third incarnation of the Group 
1993 

 
- Present 

July 1993 - The 4th 
Stafford (St. Paul’s) Scout 
Group is officially 
registered with the Scout 
Association.  

The Group opens with the 
sponsorship of St. Paul’s 
church, signed by the then 
vicar. 

18 Cub Scouts, 20 Beaver 
Scouts and 8 Leaders are 
listed as numbers 
registered. 

According to a newspaper 
extract, following a survey, 
there was “a need for 
another cub pack and 
beaver colony in the area.” 

An image of the original Group registration 
form (Form C) - 6th July 1993. 

Names have been omitted for GDPR 
purposes by Scout Heritage. 

An Extract from the Staffordshire Newsletter - 10th September 1993 
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An Extract from the 
Stafford Post - 9th 
September 1993  

September 1993 - Cubs meets again 
“after a break of 40 years” under Section 
Leader Christopher Green. 

Beavers meet for the first time under 
Section Leader Barbara Simmonds. 

All new and former members of the Group 
were invited to a “service of inauguration” 
at St. Paul’s church. 

The two sections would meet in the 
“Stubbs” room next to the church. The 
Beaver Colony and Scout Troop continue 
to meet there today. 

It is believed the group had not meet since 
1945 or 1946 (referenced on the 1993 
registration form). 
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April 1994 - The Cubs take part in a litter pick around the Tillington Hall 
Hotel. 

An Extract from the Staffordshire Newsletter - 29th April 1994 

An Extract from the Stafford Post - 22nd September 
1994 

An Extract from the 
Staffordshire Newsletter - 23rd 

September 1994 

September 1994 
- The Group
holds a jumble or
rummage sale in
the ‘Stubbs’
room.
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July 1995 - The Beaver Colony takes 
part in a county Beaver day at the 
Outdoor Education Centre at 
Shugborough.  

The theme was “time-travelling”. 

Beaver Section Leader Barbra 
Simmonds makes comment to the 
newspaper. 

An Extract from the Staffordshire 
Newsletter - 21st July 1995 
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An Extract from the Stafford 
Post - 16th January 1997 

An Extract from the Stafford Post - 16th 
January 1997 

An Extract from the Staffordshire Newsletter - 
17th January 1997 

January 1997 - The Group receives a ~£540 donation from the local fire 
service from their Christmas collection. The firefighters efforts are reported 
in several newspapers, including a thank you from the firefighters to all 
those who donated.  
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March 1997 - The firefighters purchase new tents for the 
Scout Group, which was warmly received by the Cubs and 
Beavers, pictured in the article.  

This is the last time the Group can 
be found mentioned in a 
Newspaper. 

June 2001 - The Group 
expanded for the first time since 
reforming. 

Opening a Scout Troop after a 
break of nearly 60 years to 
accompany the existing Beaver 
Colony and Cub Pack. 

An Extract from the 
Staffordshire Newsletter - 7th 

March 1997 

The UK Scout Association Logo, 
Introduced in 2001 
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2003 - The Group celebrates 10 
years since it reformed in 1993.  

Producing an anniversary badge for 
members to wear on their uniform 
for the year. 

The Group’s 10 year anniversary 
badge from 2003 

June 2018 - The Group celebrates is 25th anniversary with its Harry Potter 
themed camp in Sherratts Wood Scout Campsite. The camp was a great 
success with nearly 80 people joining in the activities, which involved 
Harry Potter themed games and obstacle course with meals in the ‘great 
hall’. The camp was held over four day (Thursday - Sunday) with the 
Friday evening seeing everyone dressing up as Harry Potter characters and 
enjoying with the ‘Yule’ ball - music and a disco until late.  

July 2023 - The Group celebrates 30 years since it reformed with a Group 
Anniversary Day at Sherratts Wood. 

The Groups continues to grow and be strong, with all of its four sections 
regularly over subscribed. The Group is lucky to have an experienced and 
committed team of leaders that run its sections, testament to the huge 
diversity of activities and experiences each sections offers is young people. 

We hope for another successful 30 years and beyond. 

February 2023 - The Group 
expands for the first time in more 
than 20 years, opening a Squirrels 
Drey for 4 to 6 year olds. 

The Scout Association Squirrels 
logo and branding. 
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A collection of photographs from the 
Group’s 25 year Harry Potter themed 

anniversary camp in June 2018. 
Including young people wearing the 

camp t-shirt (top left), the ‘Yule ball’ disco (top right), camp Harry potter 
theme cake (bottom left) and campfire (bottom right). 

#PioneeredAtThe4th 

Follow us @4thStafford 
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List of Scout Leaders, c.1910 - Present 
c. November 1910 c. February 1911 Scoutmaster Mr G.G. Parker 

c. May 1911 June 1915 Scoutmaster Mr J.R. 
O’Donoghue 

July 1915 c. February 1917
(last mention) 

Scoutmaster Mr L. Bee 

August 1918 (only 

mention) 
Scoutmaster Mr Arkinstall 

January 1920 
(referenced again) 

Scoutmaster Mr G.G. Parker 

c.1920 c.1923 Scoutmaster Unknown 

c.1923 November 1942 --Scout Troop Disbanded-- 

November 1942 October 1944 Scoutmaster Reverend R.W 
Underhill 

c. October 1944 c. 1945 Scoutmaster Mr and Mrs. 
Snape (Unclear?) 

c. 1945 June 2001 --Scout Troop Disbanded-- 

June 2001 Section Leader 

Section Leader 

January 2012 Section Leader Mr P. Poultney 

February 2012 July 2016 Section Leader Mr M. Knight 

September 2016 August 2020 Section Leader Mr D. Hordern 

September 2020 February 2022 Section Leader Mr L. Vernon 

February 2022 October 2022 Section Leader Mr D. Hordern 

October 2022 Incumbent Section Leader Mr A. Windows 

Appendix A - List of Section Leaders, Scoutmasters and Cub

Scoutmasters 1910 to the present. Some records are missing.  
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List of Cub Leaders, 1942 - Present 
November 1942
(only reference) 

Cub Scoutmis-
tress 

Miss B. Benham 

c. 1945 Cub Scoutmaster Mr and Mrs. 
Snape (Unclear?) 

c. 1945 July 1993 --Cub Pack Disbanded-- 

July 1993 Section Leader Mr C. Green 

Section Leader 

October 2017 Section Leader Mrs D. Poultney 

October 2017 Incumbent Section Leader Mrs L. Hilton 

List of Beaver Leaders, 1993 - Present 
July 1993 Section Leader Mrs B. Simmonds 

Section Leader 

Section Leader 

Section Leader 

December 2013 Section Leader Mrs A. Banham 

January 2014 Incumbent Section Leader Mrs C. Hordern 

List of Squirrel Leaders, 2023 - Present 
February 2023 Incumbent Section Leader Mrs F. Jones 
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Appendix B - Collect of “Scout Orders” issued by Scoutmasters in the

Stafford Newsletter. January 1911 - February 1917. 
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April 2023. Version 1.0 

Researched and Produced by Vista - Section Leader (Scouts) 
[Oct 22 - Incumbent]. 

Huge thanks to Hayley Cropp for introducing researching 
newspaper archives and for finding the initial information on the 

formation of the Group in the 1940s. 

Newspapers extracted from the British Newspaper Archives 
online. 

Thank you to Scout Heritage for providing us with a copy of the 
Group’s original registration form. 




