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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Risk Assessment
All Risk Assessments are undertaken in accordance with the Scout Association’s Safety Policy. 
	Activity:
	Fireworks
(Inc. Mini-Firework Making and Sparklers)
	Location:
	HQ and Off-Site
	Last review date:
	December 2025
	Produced by:
	Alex Windows (Section Leader)

	
	
	
	
	Next review date:
	December 2027
	Quality Assured by:
	


· TSA Firework Safety Guidance (FS120353) - https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/staying-safe-and-safeguarding/safety/event-safety-and-planning/planning-safe-activities/firework-safety/ 
Statements below highlighted in bold are extracted from the factsheet, the wording of some statements may have been altered from the original.
	What are the hazards?
	What are the risks?
	Who is most at risk?
	What control measures will be put in place?

	Leadership
	
	
	· One person should be appointed, who is in overall control of the event, with final responsibility for all health and safety matters. 
· Make sure individuals are made fully aware of their duties, reporting and referral lines.

	Handling and Cutting Fuse Wire
	Premature ignition.
Burns.
Cuts and abrasion
	All
	· No fire lighting equipment or naked flames are to be used whilst the fuse wire is being handled. 
· Blades, including scissors and knives, are to be stored and handled safely. 
· Young people should be shown the correct way to use the equipment and make fireworks.
· Fire extinguishers or water buckets should be accessible close by.

	Location
	Falls.
Obstruction
Fires.
	All
	· Keep well clear of buildings, trees, overhead power lines and other hazards. Car parking areas should be sited well away from the display area and dropping zone.
· Leaders should check the ground prior to lighting fireworks (preferably during daylight hours) and identify any high-risk spots and consider barriers.
· All to bring head torches.
· Floodlights or head torches should be turned on when people are moving before/after fireworks and during lighting.
· Leaders should oversee setting up any equipment used for the activity and moving to where it is needed.

	Lighting mini-fireworks (homemade)
	Burns.
	All
	· Direct supervision from leaders at all times. 
· Designate a safe firework lighting area, only the person(s) lighting the firework and a leader should be allowed into this area at any one time.
· Only a safe number of fireworks should be lit at any one time. 
· Fireworks must be aimed away from buildings and people. 
· Water buckets should be accessible close by.

	Lighting Fireworks
	Burns.
Misfire.
Fires.
Explosion.
	Persons lighting
	· Keep spectators at a safe distance. 
· The firework firing area is a minimum of 35m from the spectator area. (Following the recommendations from HSE Red Firework Guide – formerly HSG124 guidance of min 25m)
· Appropriate safety clothing, headgear, gloves and goggles should be worn by persons responsible for lighting any bonfire or fireworks.
· All fireworks used should be compliant with British Safety Standards.
· Fireworks should only be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
· Category 4 fireworks are not to be used unless a qualified operator is present to do so. Drop zone of over 75m behind.
· Weather checked for wind direction and speed.
· Instructions on positioning and lighting fireworks should be read and adhered to.
· There must be adequate lighting. Torches for those at the firework lighting point and for safety marshals.
· ‘Watcher’, looking out for dangers around the lighters and in contact with fire extinguishers – CO2 and Water/Foam. 

	Ignition sources
	Burns.
Fire.
Explosion.
	All
	· Leaders should supervise young people when they are using fires, fuels, and ignition sources.
· Ignition sources must only be used in the lighting area.
· Leaders should show young people the safe use of ignition sources before they use them.
· Leaders should brief young people on the possible dangers of fire lighting and using fuels.
· Ignition sources and fuels should be stored in a safe and secure location, away from fire or potential fire risk.

	Sparklers
	Burns
	Young People
	· Brief all participants on the correct and safe use of sparklers.
· Young People should wear gloves when handling sparklers.
· Ensure enough space is available and that people with lit sparklers are spread out.
· Water buckets or sand are available to put spent sparklers into.

	Handling used fireworks
	Burns
	All
	· Fireworks which fail to ignite should not be returned to.
· Leaders should advise young people when it is safe to collect spent fireworks.
· Handle the spent fireworks using the wooden stick, if possible, to avoid contact with the tin foil/spent end, as this might be hot. 
· Place all spent fireworks into a bucket of water before disposal.

	Fires
	Burns
Smoke Inhalation
	All
	· Suitable firefighting equipment must be available. This could Include buckets of water, as well as, extinguishers, fire buckets, spades, and beaters, as appropriate for the location.
· In case of fire spread to a building, the location of the fire exits and the procedure of exiting the building should be explained and practised.
· In the case of a fire, high fire risk or smoke build-up, all should evacuate the building.
· The appropriate emergency services should be contacted as required.
· No attempt to fight fires should be made by young people.

	Personal Safety
	Burns.
	Young people.
	· No one should wear loose clothing, such as open coats, baggy sleeves, scarves etc. these should be tucked in or removed.
· Long hair should be tied back.
· Leaders should make sure that water is available nearby in case of burns.
· A first aid kit with a burns kit should be close by.
· Leaders should brief young people on the correct way of dealing with burns.

	Bonfires
	Burns.
Fire.
Explosion.
	Young people.
	· Any bonfire must be a safe distance from spectators, and well away from firework firing area.
· A responsible adult should be in charge.
· The bonfire should be stable and a manageable size.
· Check the bonfire for pets and wildlife, especially hedgehogs, before lighting it.
· Never use paraffin, petrol or solvents to start a fire or once lit.
· Dangerous rubbish such as aerosols should never be burnt.
· Water should be poured on embers, and the site should not be left until the fire is completely out.
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