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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Risk Assessment
All Risk Assessments are undertaken in accordance with the Scout Association’s Safety Policy. 
	Activity:
	Power Boating (Inc. Narrow Boating)
	Location:
	Offsite, on the water.
	Last review date:
	December 2025
	Produced by:
	Alex Windows (Section Leader)

	
	
	
	
	Next review date:
	December 2027
	Quality Assured by:
	



This risk assessment will always be used in conjunction with the Activities on the Water Risk Assessment. This document sets out the additional risks associated with the use of the Power Boat or Narrow Boats.
· POR 9.13 Water Activities – https://www.scouts.org.uk/por/9-activities/913-water-based-activities 
· TSA Activities on Class C Water Factsheet (FS120623) - https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/programme-guidance/general-activity-guidance/general-water-activities/class-c-waters/ 
· TSA Buoyancy Aids and Lifejackets Factsheet (FS120603) - https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/programme-guidance/general-activity-guidance/general-water-activities/water-safety-buoyancy-aids-and-lifejackets/ 
· TSA Boat Safety Guidance (FS120631) - https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/programme-guidance/general-activity-guidance/motorised-water-activities/safety-boat-guidance/ 
· TSA Waterborne diseases and immersion (FS120629) - https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/programme-guidance/general-activity-guidance/general-water-activities/water-safety-waterborne-diseases-and-immersion/ 
· National Directory of Waterways (Classification) - https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/running-your-section/programme-guidance/waterways/  
Statements below highlighted in bold are extracted from POR or supporting factsheets, the wording of some statements may have been altered from the original.
	What are the hazards?
	What are the risks?
	Who is most at risk?
	What control measures will be put in place?

	Boat Crew
	Inexperience.

Certification. 
	Helmsman
	· A minimum of two competent crew members. Competency can be shown through qualifications or technical experience. 
· It is not necessary to hold a permit to be a member of a safety crew. The permit required is for the activity the young people are undertaking.

	Boat Safety Equipment 
	Engine Safety.

Personal Capability.
	All
	· If a powered craft is used then additional safety equipment, such as kill cords and a radio should also be carried. 
· It is good practice for planning powered craft to carry two kill cords (one attached to the engine and a spare). 
· Crew should have the physical capability to undertake a rescue and should be dressed appropriately. They should also be prepared to enter the water if they deem it appropriate.
· Crew should have access to a first aid kit and have appropriate training in how to respond in an emergency given the kit provided.

	Man Overboard
	Drowning.

Collision with the boat.
	Person overboard
	· Crew alert helm and at least one person to maintain view and point at the victim until recovered.
· Helm must be wearing a kill cord during operation (Dual kill cord worn by under-12s and instructors).
· Cut the engine as soon as a person is overboard – follow the training to avoid a collision.

	Fuel 
	Fire.

Spillage.
	Helmsman.

The person using fuels.
	· Take care when filling or transferring fuel.
· Fill or transfer fuel in the open air - be aware that fuel vapours sink.
· Avoid sparks (sources of ignition), such as trailers, masts, electrical equipment, and some clothing (via static electricity) in contact with the fuel area.
· Fuel spillages should be contained if possible. Keep bystanders away from fuel spillages to avoid slipping hazards.
· Mixed 2-stroke fuel deteriorates over time and can cause engine failure.

	Engine Failure
	Drift.

Collision.
	All.
	· Use anchor and carry alternate forms of propulsion (paddles, oars, and crutches).
· The fuel tank breather valve is open (if fitted) prior to starting the engine. 
· Ensure there are no obstructions, especially people, when starting an engine with a pull cord.

	Movement on the Water
	Capsize

Injury

Collision

Drowning

	Persons on/in the water
	· The activity is suitable for the age and ability of the participants.
· A clear plan is in place for the activity.
· A safety briefing is given to all participants and people in charge.
· Participants are briefed, with clear boundaries which everyone understands.
· Leaders could assign a number to young people and count them in and out of the activity regularly.
· The leader in charge should organise each group’s movement on the water.
· Prevent congestion and collisions between boats or with other water users.
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